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POET TO SPEAK AT UM ABOUT WAR, VIOLENCE 
MISSOULA—
Robert Hass, U.S. poet laureate from 1995 to 1997, will give the final installment of the 
2006-07 President’s Lecture Series at The University of Montana on Monday, April 30.
Hass will present “Study War No More: Violence and the Literary Imagination” at 8 p.m. 
in the University Center Ballroom. He will discuss the theme of war and literature and the role of 
the poet in wartime.
The event is UM’s annual Lucille Speer Memorial Lecture. The Speer lecture honors the 
memory of one of the passionate advocates for a vibrant and fearless life of the mind.
Earlier that day from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m., Hass will give a seminar titled “Litany, Dirge and 
the Origins of Lyric Poetry, a Workshop” in Gallagher Business Building Room 123.
Both events are free and open to the public.
Hass is one of the most widely read and honored poets in the country. He is professor of 
English at the University of California, Berkeley.
In his two years as U.S. poet laureate, he battled American illiteracy, armed with the 
mantra “imagination makes communities.”
While he works to heighten literacy, Hass also promotes awareness about the
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environment. His deep commitment to environmental issues led him to found River of Words, an 
organization that promotes environmental and arts education in affiliation with the Library of 
Congress Center for the Book.
Hass was named Educator of the Year by the North American Association on 
Environmental Education and, in 2005, elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
He has published many books of poetry, including “Field Guide,” “Praise,” “Human 
Wishes” and “Sun Under Wood,” as well as a book of essays on poetry, “Twentieth Century 
Pleasures.”
His book “Now & Then: The Poet’s Choice Columns, 1997-2000,” a collection of his 
Washington Post articles, was released this spring.
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